
SNS HFIR User Group (SHUG) Executive Committee Minutes 
Archived at http://neutrons.ornl.gov/users/shug 

 
Teleconference held March 6, 2012, 1:00pm EST. 
Attendees  Executive Committee: Greg Beaucage (chair), Antonella Longo, Hanno zur Loye, 

Tyrel McQueen, Dave Belanger, Yan Gao, Fred Heberle, and Cora Lind  Guests: Robert McGreevy, Mike Simonsen, Laura Edwards, Al Ekkebus 
Minutes submitted for review April 1, 2012 by F.A. Heberle. 
 
ACTION ITEMS:  Email election for chair-elect (Greg).  Draft a webpage for proposed SHUG blog (Malcolm).  Provide feedback to Robert McGreevy on proposed overhaul of access 

mechanisms. 
 
ATTACHMENTS and WEBSITES of interest from the teleconference:  HFIR/SNS General User Program submission and performance statistics: 

neutrons.ornl.gov/users/stats.shtml  NScD beamtime access mechanisms—attached  NScD user numbers—attached  NScD user statistics detailed analysis—attached 
 
 
1. Status updates (Robert McGreevy) 
 
HFIR is currently shutdown for the end-of-cycle 440A refueling outage. The startup for 
cycle 440B is planned for Monday, March 26. With the exception of a brief shutdown on 
Friday March 2 due to a tornado threat, SNS is running and performing great. The 
accelerator reliability is over 95% for the current fiscal year. 
  
 
2. User Office updates (Laura Edwards) 
 
The proposal call for the 2012B cycle is complete. 602 proposals were received, down 
from 691 received for the 2012A cycle (although it should be noted we are down an 
instrument). Furthermore, there were a larger number of single proposals for multiple 
samples. Overall, the oversubscription rate is 2.5-2.75 of what we would like to 
accommodate. 
 
 
3. Discussion: Overhaul of access mechanisms and NScD user numbers (Robert) 
 
At the recent NAB meeting, there was discussion of new beamtime access mechanisms, 
rather than the current “one proposal—one experiment” basis. New mechanisms under 
consideration include single proposal—multiple instrument, mail-in (currently being 

http://neutrons.ornl.gov/users/shug
neutrons.ornl.gov/users/stats.shtml


tested on POWGEN), delayed or reserved beamtime, program proposals, and rapid 
access. A summary of these mechanisms is found in an attachment to this document. 
Robert has asked the SHUG committee members to consider these proposed mechanisms 
and provide feedback on the advantages/disadvantages. 
 
As a second item, Robert briefly discussed NScD user numbers, and in particular the 
unique users metric stressed by DOE. Looking at other user facilities, a typical number of 
unique users per experiment is 1; the ratios for SNS and HFIR are closer to 2, which is 
not viable in the long term. In particular, the load on staff scientists is high because so 
many new people (one-time users) must be trained. New users are of course necessary 
(they include the next generation of regular users), but a better balance needs to be found. 
A summary of NScD user numbers is found in attachments to this document. 
 
 
4. Discussion: Outreach to private sector, industry (Mike Simonson, Yan Gao) 
 
Mike reports that the DOE Office of Science User Facilities is in the early stages of 
creating a web portal for private users and industry to secure access to beam time. This 
project is currently in the discussion stage, with participation from representatives of 
various user facilities. The goal is to create a website focused on instruments (2-4 at a 
given facility) that are of particular interest to private sector or industrial users. 
 
 
5. Election of chair for next year 

 
Greg will send an email reminder, and the candidates will write a short bit about 
themselves. The election will be held by email. Everyone on the committee can vote. 
 
 
Next telecon date: Tuesday April 3, 2012, at 1:00pm EST 
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GUP PD IDT PU IS 

BL-1a MUSANS 
     BL-1b NOMAD 75% 20% 

  
5% 

BL-2 BASIS 75% 10% 
 

10% 5% 

BL-3 SNAP 75% 20% 
  

5% 

BL-4a MAGICS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

BL-4b Liq Ref 75% 20% 
  

5% 

BL-5 CNCS 75% 
 

20% 
 

5% 

BL-6 EQ-SANS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

BL-7 VULCAN 75% 10% 
 

10% 5% 

BL-9 CORELLI 
     BL-10 VENUS 
     BL-11a POWGEN 75% 10% 

 
10% 5% 

BL-11b MANDI 
     BL-12 TOPAZ 75% 20% 

  
5% 

BL-13 FNPB 
  

100% 
  BL-14b HYSPEC 75% 

 
20% 

 
5% 

BL-15 NSE 75% 
  

25% 
 BL-16b VISION 75% 

 
20% 

 
5% 

BL-17 SEQUOIA 75% 
 

10% 10% 5% 

BL-18 ARCS 75% 
 

20% 
 

5% 

       CG-1d Imaging 38% 10% 
  

3% 

CG-2 GP-SANS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

CG-3 Bio-SANS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

CG-4d IMAGINE 
     CG-4c CTAX 75% 

 
20% 

 
5% 

HB-1 Pol TAS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

HB-1a Fixed Ei TAS 75% 
 

20% 
 

5% 

HB-2a Powder 75% 20% 
  

5% 

HB-2b Res Stress 
     HB-2c WAND 75% 

 
20% 

 
5% 

HB-3 TAS 75% 20% 
  

5% 

HB-3a 4 Circle 75% 20% 
  

5% 

       

%
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BL-1a MUSANS 3 3 3

BL-1b NOMAD 3 3 3

BL-2 BASIS 45 637 58 69:

BL-3 SNAP 67 8; 47 <94

BL-4a MAGICS <: 54 46 696

BL-4b Liq Ref <: 666 56 <9<

BL-5 CNCS <= 78 <5 6

BL-6 EQ-SANS 5 6; 65 <9=

BL-7 VULCAN 8 4= 43 =97

BL-9 CORELLI 3 3 3

BL-10 VENUS 3 3 3

BL-11a POWGEN 44 ;3 <; 39;

BL-11b MANDI 3 3 3

BL-12 TOPAZ 3 3 3

BL-13 FNPB 6 ; : :

BL-14b HYSPEC 3 3 3

BL-15 NSE < = 3 3

BL-16b VISION 3 3 3

BL-17 SEQUOIA 45 67= =8 <96

BL-18 ARCS <; ;7 75 69;

! "# "$% &' '&( "$% ')! *)% "$+ "## %+% #"" '$%

<33= <33: <33; <363
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<33= <33: <33; <363

BDL-1 Bio-deuteration lab 3 3 3

CG-1a 3 3 3

CG-1b Alignment Station 3 3 3

CG-1c 3 3 3

CG-1d Imaging 3 3 3

CG-2 GP-SANS 5< <35 635

CG-3 Bio-SANS 73 646 :3

CG-4d IMAGINE 3 3 3

CG-4c CTAX 3 3 3

HB-1 Pol TAS <5 =5 <=

HB-1a Fixed Ei TAS <: 63; <6

HB-2a Powder 8; 687 =6

HB-2b Res Stress 67 83 <3

HB-2c WAND 8 <= 6=

HB-3 TAS <4 :8 <5

HB-3a 4 Circle 68 88 =

#& %" '$& "'( "(+ '$" ""' *(+ '$& "%' +&" *%(



BL Name

BL-1a MUSANS

BL-1b NOMAD

BL-2 BASIS

BL-3 SNAP

BL-4a MAGICS

BL-4b Liq Ref

BL-5 CNCS

BL-6 EQ-SANS

BL-7 VULCAN

BL-9 CORELLI

BL-10 VENUS

BL-11a POWGEN

BL-11b MANDI

BL-12 TOPAZ

BL-13 FNPB

BL-14b HYSPEC

BL-15 NSE

BL-16b VISION
BL-17 SEQUOIA

BL-18 ARCS
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3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 <7 6== :7B =93 :; 497 <7 693

63 43 65B 493 :6 :96 45 495 8; =5 83B 695 67; 494 ;4 69; 7; 6== :7B 493 <3= 497 7; 693

83 6=8 ;4B 898 6<5 49< 57 695 4; 656 :5B 896 633 <95 56 695 83 6== :7B 898 686 497 83 693

<; 6<: 5:B 898 644 895 53 <96 <; 648 =<B 895 5497 <9< 76 69: 83 6== :7B 898 686 497 83 693

4; 685 =:B 49= ;; <97 7< 694 4; 648 =<B 498 637 <9= 56 695 7; 6== :7B 493 <3= 497 7; 693

4: 64= =4B 495 657 894 := <94 88 663 7;B <97 68< 49< 663 <97 7; 6== :7B 493 <3= 497 7; 693

45 653 :7B 898 ;: <9= 7: 695 4< 68; =;B 89= :797 <9= 7; 69: 83 6== :7B 898 686 497 83 693

88 ;< 8;B <96 6=3 49; ;3 <93 8; 64= =4B <9: 6<; <9= ;4 69; :8 6== :7B <96 <;7 497 :8 693

83 663 7;B <9: 6:= 89= 633 <97 4= 6<7 55B 498 6:4 7 64; 49: 7; 6== :7B 493 <3= 497 7; 693

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 43 6== :7B 593 634 497 43 693

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3B 393 3 497 3 393

=4 674 :<B <96 <4< 49< 64: 69; =4 678 :<B <96 6:: <95 667 695 :8 6== :7B <96 <;7 497 :8 693

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 6< 6== :7B 6793 86 497 6< 693

67 7; 46B 49; 45 <98 <3 694 6 8 <B 893 <97 <97 8 893 88 6== :7B 893 677 497 88 693

6 4< 4< 6 3 393 6= 6= 8< 8<93 6 6== :7B 6==93 83 83 83 8393

3 3 3 3 393 3 3 3 3 3 47 6== :7B 793 6<8 497 47 693

6< :8 87B =93 44 <9: 6= 698 =94 :5 85B 669= 689= < 67 <93 <7 6== :7B =93 :; 497 <7 693

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4; 6== :7B 897 64: 497 4; 693

83 6=3 ;6B 894 64: 497 5; 69= 4; 64< =3B 498 634 <95 634 <95 86 6== :7B 894 688 497 86 693

86 6:8 ;:B 897 6<7 493 55 695 4< 68; =;B 89= ;=9= 496 ;: 496 4; 6== :7B 897 64: 497 4; 693

#(+ '&"% *$& '&"* *$( +!) '$! #%' '(() *$* '&#) *$( ')#" "$' +'+ **&( *$! "+!! *$( +(% '$)

<36<2C#%DE$F)&D(G <3672C#%DE$F)&D(G<366



BL Name

BDL-1 Bio-deuteration lab

CG-1a

CG-1b Alignment Station

CG-1c

CG-1d Imaging

CG-2 GP-SANS

CG-3 Bio-SANS

CG-4d IMAGINE

CG-4c CTAX

HB-1 Pol TAS

HB-1a Fixed Ei TAS

HB-2a Powder

HB-2b Res Stress

HB-2c WAND

HB-3 TAS

HB-3a 4 Circle
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<36<2C#%DE$F)&D(G <3672C#%DE$F)&D(G<366

6 = 8B =93 3

8 6; 6<B 89: 8: 6<93 68 497

3 3 3B

3 3 3B

<3 5= 86B 498 667 79: 86 <96 <= 76 4=B 69; ;4 498 78 < <3 5: 8<B 498 =; 49; <3 693

57 685 ;3B <9< <<< 498 6<6 69; 87 53 84B 694 63< <94 ;4 <93= 56 64: :7B <9< <83 49; 56 693

7< 64< :6B <97 6;6 49= :5 69= 87 ;5 5;B <96 67; 497 ;5 <964 78 64: :7B <97 <6< 49; 78 693

3 3 3 3 3 6< 64: :7B 6<93 87 49; 6< 693

66 77 48B 793 47 49< = 395 <8 6<; ;4B 798 54 <95 4; 6954 <: 64: :7B 793 63: 49; <: 693

<: 6<; =;B 895 :5 496 46 696 <= :8 53B 496 55 <98 4; 6988 43 64: :7B 895 66= 49; 43 693

48 676 ;4B 898 64; 896 8< 69< 45 63: =:B 493 :8 <94 45 6 46 64: :7B 898 6<6 49; 46 693

8; 673 ;<B 496 6<: <95 88 39; 8< 637 =7B <97 ;5 <94 78 69<; 87 64: :7B 496 6=5 49; 87 693

: 88 <=B 797 =< ;93 67 69; 4 <4 3 : 63 4 5 < 3 3 3B 393 3 3 3 393

63 7= 47B 79= <7 <97 63 693 6< ;3 57B =97 45 4 6: 697 6< 5: 8<B 79= 8= 49; 6< 693

<7 685 ;3B 79: ;= 49; 84 69= <6 64: ;;B 595 45 69= <8 6968 <8 64: :7B 79: ;< 49; <8 693

<7 665 =6B 895 68< 79= <4 39; <8 ;5 5;B 893 8: < 6: 39=7 43 64: :7B 895 665 49; 43 693

**" '"'! *$% '*)) *$! #%% '$# *'" ')"& *$* %!* "$( #+! '$(% *#% '*+) #$) '*(* *$! *#% '$)



BL Name

BL-1a MUSANS

BL-1b NOMAD

BL-2 BASIS

BL-3 SNAP

BL-4a MAGICS

BL-4b Liq Ref

BL-5 CNCS

BL-6 EQ-SANS

BL-7 VULCAN

BL-9 CORELLI

BL-10 VENUS

BL-11a POWGEN

BL-11b MANDI

BL-12 TOPAZ

BL-13 FNPB

BL-14b HYSPEC

BL-15 NSE

BL-16b VISION
BL-17 SEQUOIA

BL-18 ARCS
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3 3

<3 46 83B 695 57 494 4: 69;

65 55 :5B 896 86 <95 <7 695

6< 77 =<B 895 <5 <9< <6 69:

65 77 =<B 498 84 <9= <7 695

6: 87 7;B <97 7: 49< 87 <97

64 56 =;B 89= 47 <9= <8 69:

<3 75 =4B <9: 74 <9= 4: 69;

67 76 55B 498 =7 793 7= 49:

3 3 3B 3

3 3 3B 3

43 54 :<B <96 == <95 8= 695

3 3 3B 3

< 8 7B <93 7 <97 7 <97

6 3B 6= 6=93 6=

3 3B 3

4 47 85B 669= 5 <93 5 <93

3 3 3B

65 78 =3B 498 8< <95 8< <95

64 56 =;B 89= 83 496 83 496

'!( &*% *$* (+* #*) "$'
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BL Name

BDL-1 Bio-deuteration lab

CG-1a

CG-1b Alignment Station

CG-1c

CG-1d Imaging

CG-2 GP-SANS

CG-3 Bio-SANS

CG-4d IMAGINE

CG-4c CTAX

HB-1 Pol TAS

HB-1a Fixed Ei TAS

HB-2a Powder

HB-2b Res Stress

HB-2c WAND

HB-3 TAS

HB-3a 4 Circle
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; 6= 4=B 69; 46 498 6: <93

67 <3 84B 694 48 <94 46 <96

67 4< 5;B <96 74 497 4< <96

3 3 3

: 84 ;4B 798 <6 <95 64 695

; <: 53B 496 << <98 64 698

6< 45 =:B 493 <: <94 6< 693

68 47 =7B <97 4< <94 6: 694

4 <4 73B =9= 63 494 5 <93

8 43 57B =97 6< 493 5 697

= 85 ;;B 595 6< 69= : 696

: 4< 5;B 893 65 <93 5 39:
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